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As the result of referenda votes in November 1981, nine Boston city 
councillors and school committee members are to be elected from 
districts, beginning in 1983. As candidates and voters prepare for the 
fall '83 elections for representatives from these districts, much 
attention has been focused on the characteristics of the people and 
housing found in them. In order to accommodate these information- 
seekers and to supply government officials with data needed in the 
course of their work, the Boston Redevelopment Authority Research 
Department has obtained 1980 Census data aggregated to Electoral 


District geography. 


Race and Hispanic Origin 


Two of the new electoral districts are predominately minority: 
District 4, comprised of the Codman Square section of Dorchester, 
Franklin Field, and Mattapan, is 82 percent black and District 7 
(Roxbury, Uphams Corner) is over two-thirds black. District 7 also 
contains the largest proportion of any district of persons claiming 
Hispanic origin or descent: 14 percent. District 6--Jamaica Plain, 
West Roxbury--has the next highest proportion of Hispanic residents: 
more than ten percent. Five other districts’ populations are around 
five to six percent of their Poralai(elcse to the overall city level), 
while two others--Districts 1 and 5 (East Boston, Charlestown, North 
End, and Hyde Park, Roslindale, respectively), are a little over two 
percent Hispanic each. 

None of the electoral districts approaches the city average of 22.4 
percent black population. After the two majority black districts 


already noted, no remaining district is above 16 percent, with District 
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1 having the fewest black residents--624, or fewer than one percent of 
the district's total. Other districts with very low proportions of 


blacks include Allston, Brighton and Jamaica Plain. 


Age 

Of direct concern in any electoral setup is how many potential 
voters may be found in each district. Conversely, the number of those 
unable to vote because they are younger than 18 gives a measure of the 
concern with which public education matters may be viewed in that 
district. 

Two districts have fewer than two-thirds of their residents who are 
of voting age. These are Districts 7 and 4, already mentioned as being 
predominately minority. That so many of these districts' residents 
should be young is to be expected: it is known from citywide and 
national data that minorities tend to be younger than whites. 
Dorchester, Savin Hill (District 3) also has fewer adults than the 
Boston average; only 73 percent of that district. Most other electoral 
districts cluster aepand the city average of 75-80 percent over 18: 
Hyde Park, Roslindale (76 percent), East Boston, Charlestown, North End; 
Jamaica Plain, West Roxbury; South Boston, South End (all around 81 
percent). 

Few youths live in Allston, Brighton--only 11 percent of District 
9's population was under 18 in 1980--and even fewer live in District 8, 
the Back Bay, Beacon Hill, Fenway, Mission Hill district. There, the 
4,700 youths are only seven percent of the district's Porat population, 
and contribute only four percent to Boston's youth total. Districts 8 


and 9 instead have a concentration of their population in the young 
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adult 18-44 age group. With proportions of this group in District 8 and 
District 9 at 75 percent and 65 percent respectively, they have as much 
of their population in this young adult group as the large youth 
districts have in their youth and young adult categories combined 
(District 3: 66 percent, District 4: 79 percent, District 7: 75 
percent). 

Citywide, an eighth of the City's residents in 1980 were aged 65 or 
more. Districts with relative concentrations of the elderly include 
District 6 (Jamaica Plain, West Roxbury), where 20 percent of the 
residents are elderly, District 5 (Hyde Park, Roslindale), 16 percent 
and Districts l and 3, each around 15 percent. In contrast, Districts 4 
and 7 (the youthful minority districts) and District 8 (the heavily 
young adult district) have elderly proportions of six percent, eight 


percent, and eight percent, respectively. 


Household Composition 


A household is that person or group of persons which occupies a 
single housing unit. Households can consist of families--people related 
to each other-—-or unrelated individuals who live alone or with other 
individuals. The householder is usually the head of the family, the 
person in whose name the unit is owned or rented, or in the case of 
roommates, any adult. (An examination of household relationships by 
electoral district is informed by what was covered on age above and is 
valuable background to later discussions, especially that on poverty 
status). 

Electoral districts differ markedly in their proportions of married 


couples. More than half the households in District 5 (Hyde Park, 
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Roslindale) consist of married couples. This is the highest amount of 
any district. District 6 (Jamaica Plain, West Roxbury), District 3 
(Dorchester, Savin Hill), and District 1 (East Boston, Charlestown, 
North End) exceed the city average of 35 percent, but do not top Hyde 
Park, Roslindale. Only one-sixth of the households in District 8 (Back 
Bay, Beacon Hill, Fenway, Mission Hill) is married couples. In addition 
to these disparities in married couple households, there are wide 
differences in the likelihood of finding minor children living with 
these couples. Over half of the married couples in Districts 4 and 7 
were living with children, just about half in Districts 3 and 5, and 
only a quarter of the small number of married couples in District 8 
lived with children under 18. 

Not all family households consist of married couples. Single- 
parent families account for 19 percent of all households in Boston, with 
over 85 percent of these households headed by women. Districts with the 
highest proportions of female-headed families are Roxbury, Uphams Corner 
(District 7) and Dorchester, Franklin Field, Mattapan (District 4) with 
33 and 32 percent, respectively. Most other districts are around the 
citywide figure of 16 percent. Back Bay, Beacon Hill, Fenway, Mission 
Hill (District 8) and Allston, Brighton (District 9) have very low 
percentages of households which are female-headed families (six and 
eight percent, respectively); this is mostly a reflection of the small 
numbers of any kind of family households in those districts. 

Instead, the households of Districts 8 and 9 are predominately 
nonfamily households--households consisting of a person living alone or 
of a householder living with people not related to him or her (e.g., 


roommates, boarders). In Back Bay, Beacon Hill, Fenway, Mission Hill 
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fully three-quarters of the households are nonfamily; Allston, Brighton 
ranks next with 63 percent. In District 2 (South Boston, South End), 


over 54 percent of the households were nonfamily. 


Educational Attainment 

In Boston, almost two-thirds of the people 25 years old and older 
have graduated from high school. This represents a substantial 
improvement since 1970, when slightly more than half (53.5 percent) of 
the 25-and-over population had completed high school, and results in a 
doubling in the number of people with a college degree or better. 

Eighty-eight percent of District 8's adults had completed high 
school; in fact, half have a college degree or more. District 9 and 
District 6 also have a high proportion of adults who have a high school 
diploma, and many of those people have four or more years of college as 
well. 

The record of educational attainment is not as good in several 
other districts. Three districts in which only slightly more than half 
of the adults have completed high school are South Boston, South End (54 
percent), Roxbury, Uphams Corner (54 percent), and East Boston, 


Charlestown, North End (58 percent). 


Labor Force Status and Employment 


Six out of ten Bostonians, 16 and over, were to be found in the 
civilian labor force in April of 1980. Each of the electoral districts 
is near this level with the exception of District 7 (Roxbury, Uphams 
Corner), where 54 percent of the working-age population is in the labor 


force. 
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The April 1980 unemployment rate ranged widely by electoral 
district. The Boston rate was 6.1 percent, but the districts' 
unemployment rate ranged as high as 10.4 percent (Roxbury, Uphams 
Corner) down to 4.4 percent (Jamaica Plain, West Roxbury). Two other 
electoral districts had unemployment rates less than five percent. 

These were District 7 (Back Bay, Beacon Hill, Fenway, Mission Hill) and 
District 9 (Allston, Brighton). Other districts with 
higher-than-average unemployment rates included District 4 (Dorchester, 
Franklin Field, Mattapan), and District 1 (East Boston, Charlestown, 
North End). 

What kind of jobs do employed Bostonians hold, and in what 
industries? Thirty percent of employed Boston residents in 1980 held 
jobs that could be described as professional, technical, or managerial. 
In 1970, the proportion of people holding similar jobs was 23 percent. 
Almost half of District 8's employed residents held these types of jobs, 
while two of five District 9 and District 6 residents were employed in 
these fields. 

Another 30 percent of the Boston work force has sales and clerical 
jobs-~seven percent sales and 23 percent clerical. Districts with a 
higher-than-average percentage of sales workers are District 8, District 
9, and District 5. There were no large deviations among the districts 
from the city norm among sales and clerical workers. 

Blue-collar eoivetattceantenen foremen, operatives, transportation 
operatives, and laborers——-made up 21 percent of the city's resident 
workers, but considerably more in some districts. Dorchester, Franklin 
Field, and Mattapan (District 4) and Dorchester, Savin Hill (District 3) 


were highest with 29 percent of their workers found in these 
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occupations. Hyde Park, Roslindale (District 5), Roxbury, Uphams Corner 
(District 7), and East Boston, Charlestown, North End (District 1) 
followed: 27, 26, and 25 percent, respectively, of employed workers in 
these districts held jobs in those fields. 

Service workers, a rather catch-all category so broad as to include 
policemen, hairdressers, and household workers, comprised 18 percent of 
the city's workers. Higher proportions were found in Roxbury, Uphams 
Corner (27 percent), Dorchester, Franklin Field, Mattapan (23 percent), 
and South Boston, South End (20 percent). 

The industry of employment of Boston workers is heavily weighted 
toward the non-goods-producing industries. The industrial groups of 
Trade, Finance, Insurance and Real Estate, Services, and Public 
Administration account for over 80 percent of the jobs held. This total 
is up slightly from 1970, though within this category individual groups 
have seen some shifts. Services industries have grown from 34 to 4l 
percent of employed persons; wholesale and retail trade employment has 
fallen somewhat. 

The share of manufacturing employment has declined from 18 percent 
in 1970 to 14 percent in 1980. Construction and Agriculture, Forestry, 
Fishing, and Mining have maintained their shares. 

By electoral district, some items stand out. In manufacturing, 
District 8 and District 6 have less-than-average shares of manufacturing 
employment, while Districts 3 and 4 had over 17 percent of their 
employment in mere rne icine industries. Transportation, Communications 
and Public Utilities employment shares are also higher than average in 
Districts 3 and 4. Back Bay, Beacon Hill, Fenway, Mission Hill and 


Allston, Brighton had the smallest shares. 
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Smaller-than-average shares of wholesale and retail trade 
employment are found in Roxbury, Uphams Corner and Dorchester, Franklin 
Field, Mattapan. In contrast, South Boston, South End (District 2), 
Hyde Park, Roslindale (District 5), and Allston, Brighton (District 9) 
all had shares of trade employment more than two percentage points 
higher than the city norm. The share of employment. in Finance, 
Insurance and Real Estate is lower than the city average in Allston, 
Brighton, but above average in East Boston, Charlestown, North End 
(District 1) and Dorchester, Franklin Field, Mattapan (District 4). 
Services employment share varies considerably by district: the citywide 
share is 41 percent: Back Bay, Beacon Hill, Fenway, Mission Hill and 
Allston, Brighton are higher than average, while Dorchester, Savin Hill; 
East Boston, Charlestown, North End; Hyde Park, Roslindale; and South 
Boston, South End all have lower shares. Districts 1, 2, and 3 each 
have over ten percent of their workers employed in Public 


Administration. 


Mobility and Language 


More than 80 percent of the residents in all but two electoral 
districts had lived somewhere in Boston five years previously. 
Continuous residence during that period is not indicated, but it can be 
expected that many of those people did remain residents of Boston for 
the entire five years. Citywide, three-quarters of the residents over 
five years of age had lived in Boston five years ago, the same 
proportion as in 1970. The city average is pulled down from the seven 
districts with 80+ percent by Electoral Districts 8 and 9: Back Bay, 


Beacon Hill, Fenway, Mission Hill and Allston, Brighton. Only half of 
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the 5-and-over population in these districts lived in Boston i Le Date 
with the bulk of the remaining population reporting a residence outside 
the Boston SMSA altogether. Probably a major contributor to the 
turnover in these districts was the large student population. 

Around 80 percent of Boston's residents over five spoke only 
English at home. Of the remainder, three-quarters speak some other 
language, but can also speak English very well or well. Only five 
percent of Boston residents are not able to speak English well. 
District 2--South Boston, South End (including Chinatown)--was the 
district with the highest proportion (7 percent) of people unable to 
speak English well, followed closely by Roxbury, Uphams Corner, with 6% 


percent who, the Census records, mostly speak Spanish. 


Income and Poverty 
In 1979, one-half of Boston's families had incomes over $16,062. 


Twenty percent had an income for the year that was less than $7,500, 
while only five percent of Boston families received more than $50,000 in 
income. 

The distribution of family income, and the median income, varied 
widely by electoral district. District 6--Jamaica Plain, West Roxbury-- 
had the highest district median family income: $20,829. Ranking next 
were Hyde Park, Roslindale ($18,750) and Back Bay, Beacon Hill, Fenway, 
Mission Hill ($18,750). The Roxbury, Uphams Corner district recorded 
the lowest median fanily income: $10,574, an amount only one-half that 
of District 6. | 

The distribution of family income by electoral district reveals 


insights the median alone does not. For example, though District 8 
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ranked third in median income, it was the district with the highest 
proportion of families having incomes over $50,000. That proportion was 
15 percent, triple the city proportion, and more than double Jamaica 
Plain, West Roxbury. The income distribution also reveals that nearly a 
fifth of all families in Districts 4 and 7 had an income for the year of 
less than $5,000. 

Household income, which combines the income received by families 
and unrelated individuals, usually has a lower median than family 
income. This can be explained by looking at what types of people 
unrelated individuals are: students, young people beginning their 
careers, the elderly-—-all people with less opportunity or incentive to 
have as large an income as people in families. When median household 
income is compared by district to family income, Jamaica Plain, West 
Roxbury and Hyde Park, Roslindale are still the districts with the 
highest incomes, Roxbury, Uphams Corner (District 7) still lowest. In 
between, the largest drop in rank between median family income and 
median household income is found in District 8--Back Bay, Beacon Hill, 
Fenway, Mission Hill. There, the relatively small number of families 
ranked third in median income, but when the overwhelming number of 
less-well-off unrelated individual households are counted, the median 
drops to sixth among districts. Just the opposite happens in District 4 
(Dorchester, Franklin Field, Mattapan). The rank of the median 
household income there is fifth among districts, while the median family 
income ranked eighth, next to last. It is apparent that unrelated 
individual households are relatively better off than family households 


in District 4. 
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The city and all but one of the electoral districts are worse off 
in terms of real income (that is, income adjusted for the effects of 
inflation), in 1979 than they were in 1969. While the Consumer Price 
Index for the Boston SMSA rose 94 percent from 1969 to 1979, median 
family income in Boston increased only 76 percent; with the exception of 
District 8's 105 percent jump, the districts' increases in median family 
income were only in the range of from 63 to 85 percent. 

This relative stagnation in income is paired with an increase in 
the number of families in poverty throughout Boston. — Despite the loss 
of 22,000 families in the city since 1970, the 1980 Census showed an 
increase of 3,000 families in poverty. As a proportion of the total, 
families in poverty climbed to 17 percent in 1979 from 12 percent in 
1969. 

Roxbury, Uphams Corner and Dorchester, Franklin Field, Mattapan had 
the highest percentages of their families falling below the poverty line 
(31 and 26 percent, respectively). Lowest family poverty rates were in 
Jamaica Plain, West Roxbury (8 percent) and Hyde Park, Roslindale (10 
percent). Every electoral district, whether it had a relatively high or 
low family poverty rate, saw it increase since 1969. 

In contrast to families, unrelated individuals as a group improved 
their economic condition. The poverty rate among unrelated individuals 
in 1979 was 26 percent, down from 31 percent in 1969. Eight of the nine 
electoral districts also had a lower proportion of their unrelated 
individuals living in poverty: only Allston, Brighton's poverty rate 

Poverty thresholds are determined by family size and the number 


of children. In 1979, for a nonfarm, two-child and two-adult family, 
the threshold was $7,356. 
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increased--to 33 percent, up two percentage points since 1969. 

Part of the difference between the poverty rates of unrelated 
individuals and families can be explained by the composition of those 
groups. The number of unrelated individuals has grown with the trend 
toward independent living for the elderly, as well as for single young 
adults attending school or working. The income of the elderly has kept 
pace with inflation, in part due to the indexing of Social Security 
benefits, and almost any of the young adults holding full-time jobs 
would have had an income over the $3,774 poverty threshold. This would 
suggest that most unrelated individuals in poverty would be the 
unemployed or others who were not employed, such as students. 

The different income and poverty experience of families can be due 
in part to the large increase in women-headed households. More than 
one-third of the female-headed families had incomes in 1979 below the 


poverty level. As stated by the Census Bureau, .---(mothers) living in 


families with no husband present have historically been highly 
vulnerable to economic hardship.'""“ 
Poverty status is also associated with race and Hispanic origin. 
Blacks are more likely to be poor than whites, and 42 percent of 
Boston's Hispanics live in poverty. By district, the percentage of 
persons in poverty ranged from a low of 1] percent in Jamaica Plain, 


West Roxbury and Hyde Park, Roslindale, to a high of 32 percent of all 


persons living in District 7, Roxbury, Uphams Corner. 


U.S. Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Series 


P-60, No. 130, Characteristics of the Population Below the Poverty 
Level: “)19793"'p. 3. 


ead ome pr 
aa vobsiodt ta $12 uo has 


em | yi 3 eee ee, “3 ae ZPGSy | Mio 
alge Ee ana shure en dauy bans ape vont wa adn “winds aca a 
emer st Bes ’ shoaett an 
ey oe ts aia > age Proe« Gps oe ‘ast © =e 
node ik salicedonsi jophad: gone RE ‘oenaiigan vazel eas «a sang a 4 : : 
, oS Gaal rr a 


oa sblad: ys pt csc bed Rebs tow hb wi pia? ott 30 babddando, - 2 
+o {Sens m Y 


— leaned < eae auaral ‘one hts +h” we aneoe ae 


; 2 ‘ar 
i Tc da ee avet! <i aaa ‘on oat ued 
| ws : 7 | : . * gh dairea me 008 of at 


ee 2 


1 OR a. Ve 


. bat, Tae 7 
A sass Haak geo 3008 ay 

h ap mggtosareg ‘rd. getias: 7: aa a ¥iog: a 
pes. sotennl at aiden. $230, wo! 2! dork 


| — it 4 poet x uy, ~ dinstenm’ 
in £ ashigd aaah uch eh 
A 6 vy; ares +e : 


rob satay poner bia jaca dob hoya oonss obtiynt hgai2, bec 


Sip x wey 


- 7 


13 


Figure A 


Precincts Shifted as a Result of New District Plan 
Adopted by the Boston City Council on 10 August 1983 


New 


District (August, 1983) 


l. 


East Boston, Charlestown, North End 


Ward 1 (all) 
Ward 2 (all) 
Ward 3, Precincts 1-5 


South Boston, South End 
Ward 3, Precincts 7 & 8 
Ward 4, Precincts 1-4 
Ward 5, Precinct 1 
Ward 6 (all) 

Ward 7, Precincts 1-9 
Ward 8, Precincts l & 2 
Ward 9, Precincts 1 & 2 


Dorchester, Savin Hill 
Ward 13, Precincts 3,6-10 
Ward 15 (all) 
Ward 16 (all) 
Ward 17, Precincts 4,9,11-14 


Dorchester, Mattapan 
Ward 14 (all) 
Ward 17, Precincts 1-3,5-8,10 
Ward 18, Precincts 1-5,21 


Hyde Park, Roslindale 
Ward 18, Precincts 6-20,22,23 
Ward 19, Precincts 7, 10-13 
Ward 20, Precincts 1,2,4,8,9 


Jamaica Plain, West Roxbury 
Ward 10, Precincts 6-9 
Ward 11, Precincts 6-10 
Ward 19, Precincts 1-6,8,9 

7 


Roxbury, Uphams Corner 
Ward 4, Precincts 8 & 9 
Ward 7, Precinct 10 
Ward 8, Precincts 3-7 
Ward 9, Precincts 3-5 
Ward 11, Precincts 1-5 
Ward 12 (all) 
Ward 13, Precincts 1,2,4,5 


af 


Change from February, 82 Version 


Precincts Lost 


Ward 4, Precinct 5 


Ward 18, 


Ward 18, 


Ward 10, 
Ward 14, 
Ward 15, 


No Changes 


Precinct 5 


Precinct 23 


Precinct 7 

Precinct l 

Precincts 
1 & 2 


Ward 15, 


Ward 14, 


‘Ward 18, 


Ward 18, 


Ward 10, 


Precincts Gained 


Precincts 1° & 2 


Precinct l 
Precinct 5 


Precinct 23 


Precinct 7 


Ward 4, Precinct 8 & 9 
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Precincts Lost Precincts Gained 
8. Back Bay, Beacon Hill, Fenway, Ward 4, Precincts Ward 21, Precinct 2 
Mission Hill 8 & 9 Ward 4, Precinct 5 
Ward 3, Precinct 6 
Ward 4, Precincts 5-7,10 
Ward 5, Precincts 2-10 
Ward 10, Precincts 1-5 
Ward 21, Precincts 1 & 2 
9. Allston, Brighton Ward 21, Precinct 2 


Ward 21, Precincts 3-16 
Ward 22 (all) 
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Figure B 


Persons Affected by Change in District Plan 
Adopted August 1983 


District Precincts Persons Percent of Original Distr 
(Number ) (February, 1982) 
1. East Boston, Charlestown, No change 
North End 
2. South Boston, South End 1 7,191 3 
3. Dorchester, Savin Hill 2 4,360 7 
4. Dorchester, Mattapan 2 6,566 iby 
5. Hyde Park, Roslindale 2 4,413 7 
6. Jamaica Plain, 2 posi 8 
West Roxbury 
7. Roxbury, Uphams Corner 6 19,456 30 
8. Back Bay, Beacon Hill, 4 29,618 46 


Fenway, Mission Hill 


9. Allston-Brighton 1 4,541 7 


, 


ei ae | Oe 99 cae a2 


ti +e ne ae om ri 


Bere 


District 


l. 


East Boston, 
Charlestown, 
North End 


- South Boston, 
South End 
Chinatown 


- Savin Hill, 
Fields Corner, 
Lower Mills 


Franklin Field, 
Codman Square, 
Mattapan 


. Hyde Park, 
Roslindale 


. Jamaica Plain, 
West Roxbury 


. Roxbury, 
Uphams Corner 


. Back Bay, 
Beacon Hill, 
Fenway, 
Mission Hill 


- Allston, 
Brighton 


* 
BOSTON TOTAL 


Table 1 


BOSTON 1980 POPULATION BY ELECTORAL DISTRICT 


Total 


60,500 


63,375 


62,661 


62,560 


60,816 


63,697 


61,475 


63,857 


62,627 


562,994 


Black 


(Number) 


624 


6,860 


95239 


51,383 


3,845 


4,695 


_ 


40,610 © 


5,767 


25 2ku 


126,229 


Hispanic 


Lyso2 


Seo fe) 


3,719 


3,480 © 


1,496 


6,659 


8,782 


4,120 


2,877 


36,068 


Black 


1.0 


10.8 


13.2 


82.1 


9.0 


4.0 


22.4 


Hispanic 


(Percent) 


2.2 


10.5 


14.3 


Includes crews of vessels (1,238 persons) and 188 other persons not 


assigned to any district. 


Based on 1980 Census of Population, P.L. 94-171 Counts, Massachusetts. Prepared 
by S. Jaster, Boston Redevelopment Authority Research Department, 11 August, 


1983. 
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Table 2 


BOSTON POPULATION BY ELECTORAL DISTRICT, 1980 


District Total Black Hispanic % Black % Hisp 
1. East Boston, 59,990 480 30 0.8 Lis 
Charlestown, 
North End 
2. South Boston, 65,566 ieoou 3,364 Dis'3 sy 
South End 
3. Dorchester, 58,301 7,266 Seley ec! Wess: ~ Py 
Savin Hill 
4. Dorchester, 55,994 46,202 3,100 8235 eo 
Mattapan 
5. Hyde Park, 61,219 55220 ge ee 8.5 Zn 
Roslindale 
6. Jamaica Plain, 61,226 3,012 5,474 4.9 8.9 
West Roxbury 
7. Roxbury, 65 ,307 46,631 LOST LS rile’ 16.4 
Uphams Corner 
8. Back Bay, 64 ,937 6,604 4,160 1032 6.4 
Beacon Hill, 
Fenway, : 
Mission Hill 
9. Allston, 68 ,007 aOuL 3,045 ase 4.5 
Brighton 
BOSTON TOTAL. 562,994 126,229 36,068 22.4 Aue 


Includes harbor islands and crews of vessels (1,748 persons). 


Based on 1980 Census of Population, P.L. 94-171 Counts, Massachusetts. 
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Table 3 


AGE BY BOSTON ELECTORAL DISTRICT, 1980 


Electoral Total Under 18 to 44 45 to 64 65, Years 
District LSS Yrs. Loss <OLn Yrs. Old and 
Old Older 

1. East Boston, 60,533 LES 704 25,808 Las ah bap 9,094 
Charlestown, 
North End 

2. South Boston, 63,827 T2580 28,789 13,648 9,280 
South End 

3. Dorchester, 60,183 16,219 23,605 Tis 455 8,904 
Savin Hill 

4. Dorchester, Lirinle ye?) 20,608 24,434 8,871 Sari BA 
Franklin Field, 
Mattapan 

5. Hyde Park, 60,586 14,586 23,369 12,996 9,635 
Roslindale 

6. Jamaica Plain, 59 3275 Diese 23,966 12,188 ip besa (os 
West Roxbury 

7. Roxbury, 66,824 22,946 PT hd Me 10.057 5,768 
Uphams Corner 

8. Back Bay, Beacon 64,332 4,709 48,037 6,788 4,798 
Hill, Fenway, 
Mission Hill 

9. Allston, 68,576 L303 44,444 yale aray See 
Brighton 

ie 
Boston Total 562,994 1215637 Zale 3s2o 98,914 71,065 


Source: 


Electoral Districts may not sum to City Total. 


Research Department. 


U.S. Census of Population and Housing, 1980: 


Summary Tape File 
3. Prepared by S. Jaster, Boston Redevelopment Authority 
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Table 4 


DISTRIBUTION OF AGE BY BOSTON ELECTORAL DISTRICT, 1980 


Electoral Total. Under 18 to 44 450 C0.04 S50 .rs. 
District 18 “Yrs. Lr. Old Yrs. Old and 
Old Older 

1. East Boston, 100 1923 42.6 Zoe S20 
Charlestown, 
North End 

2. South Boston, 100 19.0 A502 Zee 1455 
South End 

3. Dorchester, 100 20399 39.2 19.0 14.8 
Savin Hill 

4. Dorchester, 100 cept Sm 42.8 15.6 5.5 
Franklin Field, 
Mattapan 

5. Hyde Park, 100 Lealee: 38.6 2135 15.9 
Roslindale 

6. Jamaica Plain, 100 19.2 40.4 20.6 19.9 


West Roxbury 


7. Roxbury, 100 34.3. 41.1 15.9 8.6 
Uphams Corner 


8. Back Bay, Beacon 100 7.3 74.7 10.6 tbr sia 
Hill, Fenway, 
Mission Hill 


9. Allston, 100 10.8 64.8 eG Le 
Brighton 
Boston Total 100 21.6 48.2 L726 12.6 


* 
May not sum exactly due to rounding. 


Source: U.S. Census of Population and Housing, 1980: Summary Tape File 
3. Prepared by S. Jaster, Boston Redevelopment Authority 
Research Department. 
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While this survey was carried out in a careful scientific manner, the 
user should be aware that there is error inherent in any sample survey 
results. Therefore, some cautions are necessary in the use and interpretation 
of these data. 

The user must recognize that this is a sample of Boston's housing units 
and their associated households. As such, it fails to include persons in 
dormitories, jails, convents, nursing homes, and other "group quarters" as 
well as those with no permanent home. Although the impact of this bias may 
be small, it is well to bear in mind that this is not a sample of the City's 
entire population, both for the representativeness of the results and their 
comparability with other data sources, such as the U.S. Census. 

The largest source of error is nonresponse, cited above. Fortunately 
what information is available about nonrespondents indicates that they do not 
differ systematically and significantly from respondents except that they are 
more likely to live alone or with one other person. However, we cannot 
really know in what way the absence of 22% of Boston's family units from our 
sample biases our results. 

Another source of error is sampling error or variability which is due 
solely to chance. It is the error associated with taking a sample rather than 
the entire population as the study group. It is akin to the notion of the 
variability in the number of heads and tails turned up during 100 tosses of a 
coin. The amount of error associated with a sample percentage depends on 
both the size of the reported percent and the sample size on which the percent 
is based. Table 2 indicates the appropriate error for each sample value. 

The error, in general, declines as the sample values are further from 50% enc 


the sample size increases. The user should not assume that the sample value 
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Table B2 SAMPLING ERRORS BY SAMPLE 


SIZE AND APPROXIMATE REPORTED PERCENTAGE 


Sample Size Sor 95% 10_or 90% 20 or 80% 50% 
ae : - 12 16 
75 . 7 10 13 
100 - 7 9 11 

150 4 5 7 3 
15 “ 5 7 8 
200 3 5 6 8 
250 3 4 6 7 
300 3 - 5 6 
400 2 3 4 5 
500 2 3 6 5 
750 2 3 + S 


Chances are 95 in 100 that the true value lies within the reported survey 
value plus or minus the number of percentage points shown in this table. 
Errors included here assume average net design effect for clustering and 
Stratifcation is 1.2. 


Source: Floyd J. Fowler, Jr., "Final Report: Procedures for Survey of 


Boston's Neighborhoods", Center for Survey Research, University 
of Massachusetts-Boston, June 1980. 
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Table 17 


PLACE OF WORK OF BOSTON RESIDENT WORKERS, ACED 16 AND OVER, 
BY BOSTON ELECTORAL DISTRICT, 1980 


Electoral Boston In SMSA, Outside Not 
District Not Boston Reported 
Boston SMSA 

1. East Boston, 18,153 5,286 677 AaeZin 
Charlestown, 
North End 

2. South Boston, 19,264 ay bl4 761 3,848 
South End 

3. Dorchester, 18,074 4,421 Sie DEL 
Savin Hill 

4. Dorchester, 14,023 3,699 191 3,905 
Franklin Field, 
Mattapan 

5. Hyde Park, Uf ape ys 6,564 403 pip lsy) 
Roslindale 

6. Jamaica Plain, 17,864 ds 102 666 2,003 


West Roxbury 
7. Roxbury, 13,844 3,064 178 i Yet = SF a 
Uphams Corner 


8. Back Bay, Beacon 24,417 5,598 259 3,880 
Hill, Fenway, 
Mission Hill 


9. Allston, 20,787 10,140 955 3,004 
Brighton 
* 

Boston Total 165,103 50,083 5,462 29,588 


Electoral Districts may not sum to City Total. 


Source: U.S. Census of Population and Housing, 1980: Summary Tape File 
3. Prepared by S. Jaster, Boston Redevelopment Authority 
Research Department. 
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Table 19 


RESIDENCE IN 1975 OF PERSONS AGED 5 YEARS AND MORE: 
DISTRIBUTION BY BOSTON ELECTORAL DISTRICT, 1980 


Electoral 
DLSCLLce 


i, 


9. 


East Boston, 
Charlestown, 
North End 


South Boston, 
South End 


Dorchester, 


Savin Hill 


Dorchester, 
Franklin Field, 
Mattapan 


Hyde Park, 
Roslindale 


Jamaica Plain, 
West Roxbury 


Roxbury, 
Uphams Corner 


Back Bay, Beacon 


Hill, Fenway, 
Mission Hill 


Allston, 
Brighton 


Boston Total 


Source: 


Boston 


82.6 


81.8 


87.2 


90.4 


88.8 


82.2 


50.6 


76.1 


In Boston 
SMSA, Outside 
Boston 


8.4 


5.3 


Not in the Boston SMSA 


Another 
SMSA 


eee, 


7.0 


4.5 


4.0 


maps 


7.0 


4.3 


34.1 


U.S. Census of Population and Housing, 1980: 


Not in Any 
SMSA 


3.6 


5.9 


3.6 


5.0 


4.4 


6.2 


13.6 


12.3 


6.7 


Summary Tape File 


3. Prepared by S. Jaster, Boston Redevelopment Authority 


Research Department. 
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Table 26 


MEDIAN FAMILY INCOME, BY BOSTON ELECTORAL DISTRICT, 


1979 AND 1969 
; Percent Change, 
Electoral District 1979 1969 1969 to 1979 
1. East Boston, Charlestown, S15 yiilo $8,716 80.3 
North End 
2. South Boston, South End 15,343 8,312 80.7 
3. Dorchester, Savin Hill 17,341 9,790 Pikes 
4. Dorchester, 13,455 8,268 62.7 
Franklin Field, 
Mattapan 
5. Hyde Park, Roslindale 19,334 10,697 80.7 
6. Jamaica Plain, 20,829 11,280 84.7 
West Roxbury 
7. Roxbury, Uphams Corner 10,574 6,482 63.1 
8. Back Bay, Beacon Hill 18,750 9,153 104.9 
Fenway, Mission Hill 
9. Allston, Brighton 16,851 9,580 75.9 
Boston Total $16,062 \ $9,133 75.9 
Soe 


Sources: U.S. Census of Population and Housing, 1980: Summary Tape 
File 3. 
U.S. Census of Population and Housing, 1970: Fifth Count 
Summary Tape. 
Prepared by S. Jaster, Boston Redevelopment Authority Research 
Department. 
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FAMILIES AND UNRELATED INDIVIDUALS IN POVERTY, 
BY BOSTON ELECTORAL DISTRICT 


Electoral District 


. East Boston, 


Charlestown, North End 
South Boston, South End 
Dorchester, Savin Hill 


Dorchester, Franklin 
Field, Mattapan 


. Hyde Park, Roslindale 


Jamaica Plain, 
West Roxbury 


Roxbury, Uphams Corner 


Back Bay, Beacon Hill, 
Fenway, Mission Hill 


. Allston, Brighton 


# 
Boston Total 


Table 28 


Families in Poverty 


Number 


2,047 


Leys LS, 
2,005 


3,449 


1,467 


1,087 


4,798 


1,136 


1,362 


19,679 


Percent 


14.2 


18.1 
P39 


25.8 


9.5 


ol 


30.9 


16.5 


An) | 


16.7 


1979 


Unrelated Individuals 


In Poverty 


Number Percent 
2,756 ZO 
aieiZe 2 
2,022 IG SP 
2,066 29.3 
1,454 LS 
Le o4e 19.6 
3,095 PMS rAd 
g5O91 29.8 
9,645 32.9 

Ss ice 26.5 


Electoral districts may not sum exactly to City total. 


Source: 
File 3. 


U.S. Census of Population and Housing, 1980: 


Summary Tape 
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